
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4VCUbL7jsc


Books are to be called for 
and supplied on the 
assumption that the 
process of reading is not 
a half -sleep; but in the 
highest sense an exercise, 
a gymnastic struggle; 
that the reader is to do 
something for himself.    
Walt Whitman



What are the 
characteristics of 
the high -ability 
reader?

Who are they?

What do they need? 



Who are they?

ÅTalented readers have been described as avid,

voracious readers who read differently for

different reading purposes (Kaplan, 1999).

Å Talented readers are generally described as

students with extensive vocabularies who read two

or more years above grade level.

(Susannah Richards, 2004)



Talented readers often find themselves out 
of place in classroom reading instruction.

In many instances, they have already read 
the material being presented, bring a 
greater understanding to it, find the 
readability level of it to be well below their 
current reading ability, or are capable of 
reading the material at a faster pace than 
their classmates (Clark, 1997).



What Do Talented Readers Need?
(Cornette & Bartelo; Bagaj; Sakley)

ÅChallenging, high-interest materials geared 
toward the childõs level rather than age

ÅInstruction that facilitates critical & creative 
reading

ÅFlexibility in assignments

ÅOpportunities to explore their 

divergent and diversified interests 

through: book, genre, product, and 

response choices, including 

independent projects



ÅUnnecessary repetition in assignments

ÅAssignments that involve lower -order 
thinking skills (story maps, book 
reports, etc.)

What Do Talented Readers NOT Need?



Readerõs Bill of Rights
Pennac, D. (1992). Better than life . York, ME: Stenhouse.

ÅThe right not to read something.
ÅThe right to skip pages.
ÅThe right not to finish.
ÅThe right to reread.
ÅThe right to read anything.
ÅThe right to escapism.
ÅThe right to read anywhere.
ÅThe right to browse.
ÅThe right to read out loud.
ÅThe right to not have to defend your

tastes.



ñWe spend so much 

time creating school 

time readers that we 

forget that our 

purpose is to 

develop lifetime 

readers.ò
Jim Trelease



Three Goals of  the Schoolwide 

Enrichment Model Reading (SEM-R)

To increase enjoy ment in reading

To encourage students to pursue 

challenging independent reading

To improve reading fluency, reading 

comprehension, and increase self 

regulation in reading --leading to higher 

reading achievement scores



Phase 1 Components

ÅRead Alouds/Hooks

ÅScaffolding of 
Thinking Skills

ÅBookmarks

ÅBook Discussions

ïBook Selection: 

ÅGenres

ÅThemes

ÅFiction/Nonfiction



Before you read aloud -- Take Three!

Exposure: Share why or how you 

chose the book.

Critical Thinking: Choose a question or 

a theme to guide your discussion 

about the literature.

Connections: Consider links to other 

books, websites, art, experiences,  

activities, or projects.



Spicing Up the Read Aloud

ÅChoose a book you love

ÅBe dramatic

ÅModel book selection criteria (highlight 
illustrations, chapter titles, information about
the author, title page information, and book 
summaries)

ÅStart in the middle of the book

ÅEmploy props



Phase 2

Supported Independent Reading 

using individual conferences and 

differentiated reading instruction


