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The quality of our 

is given in the quality of our



Essential questions give teaching and 
learning purposeful, meaningful and "big 

picture" focus for learning details and 
ideas. It engages higher mental and 
emotional capacities for all learners. 



Essential questions as described by Grant Wiggins In Understanding by 
Design:

�„ Essential questions point to the heart of a discipline such as history 
or science. They are the "big ideas" framed as questions. They are 
essential because they point toward core issues in the different 
disciplines and lead toward enduring understandings. The big ideas 
at the heart of literary studies, for example, include the belief that 
our opinions should be based on reason and evidence and that 
through vicarious experience we can expand our knowledge and 
understanding.

�„ Essential questions are arguable. They have no obvious right 
answers. They can be pondered, explored, discussed, and lived 
with.

�„ Essential questions recur in professional work and in life, because 
they grow out of important conceptual and philosophical issues.

�„ Essential questions engage student interest and can function as a 
doorway to inquiry.


