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Welcome Back

Welcome to all new and returning
families! We are gearing up for another
school year, dusting off our alarm clocks
and putting away the flip-flops (except
at the high school, of course). BCGT has
many new faces on our board this year,
which always brings fresh ideas and
questions: “Why don’t we see
newsletters more often?”, “How will my
dues help support gifted education in
our district this year?”, “What social
events are planned for my kids/me this
year?”, and most important, “Will pizza
be served?”

Highlights of last year included our
support of a gifted pilot program at
Sunny Hill, both financially and through
the volunteer efforts of many of our
members. We provided an evening’s
overview of the opportunities for gifted
education in our district and learned
more about the politics of Illinois gifted
funding from Julie Luck Jensen, our
district’s gifted director. We learned of
extracurricular opportunities for our
gifted children over coffee, as well as
providing time for them to socialize
with each other over pizza and games.
We maintained our website, providing
helpful links for parents, and we hosted
informative evenings with guest
speakers.

This year, BCGT kicked off the year
with a Family Game Night September
26. Then, we introduced our first Book
Discussion selection over coffee
Wednesday, October 8. Julie Luck
Jensen will be our keynote speaker

Monday evening, November 10, as she
gives us an overview of gifted education
in district 220. December will be your
month to rest and enjoy the holidays!
Early in 2009, stay tuned for our first
movie night.

What other ideas do you have for us?
E-mail Mindy Vlk at
novowel@comcast.net or Pooja
Chatterji at pchatt@comcast.net or
stop by during our monthly board
meetings at the library.

On a personal note, this year marks a
milestone for us as we send our oldest
off to high school. The opportunities
offered at BHS are exciting, both
academic and extracurricular. It is the
freedom to chew gum in class, however,
that is appreciated as much as the
chance to study Chemistry. Meanwhile,
our middle schoolers continue to
balance the demands of homework,
drama, clubs, and sports, in addition to
the challenges of a locker too small for
winter weather gear and books!
Someday, they, too, will earn the right
to graduate to the land of outdoor lunch
and self-chosen school supplies!

Have a great school year!

By Mindy Vlk and Pooja Chatterji
BCGT Co-Presidents
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Ask Julie!

Julie Luck Jensen

Director of
Extended Services

Barrington CUSD 220

BCGT Newsletter

Dear Julie,

My fourth grade son has been in school for three weeks already and he is bored. |
think he needs to be in a special program or moved up a grade level as soon as
possible. I’m frustrated because his school doesn’t seem to be in any hurry to
make these changes. When | was dropping off my younger son at his preschool | saw
a flyer advertising private testing to determine if a child is gifted. It sounds
expensive, but | will find a way to pay for it if it will help my son get the services
he needs. Do you think | should pursue it?

Sincerely,

Times A’ Wastin’

Dear Wastin’,

Your concern is not uncommon. You bring up an issue that is difficult for parents,
students and teachers.

The beginning of the year is a time for teachers to get to know what students know
and are able to do. Much of the first work may be review, especially for a high
ability learner. A student may be offended by what he considers “baby work”
when he is anxious to learn new things and to feel intelligent. He is also likely to
be impatient at the lack of challenge and feel as if the teacher doesn’t understand
him. Sometimes this impatience leads to careless or poor efforts which do not
indicate his true level of ability.

As the parent, you know your child best and feel your son is ready to move on to
more rigorous work. You are frustrated because you feel the school is not listening
to you. You try not to show your displeasure to your child or his teacher but you
may appear to be negative. In doing what you think is best for your child you don’t
want to be perceived as a “pushy parent”.

The teacher may be feeling pressure to be accountable for all students to make
progress. As she gets to know her new class, she feels the need for extra
assessment and observation time to make sure students have no gaps in learning.
She also needs to gather specific information in order to differentiate for what is
likely a wide range of student abilities.

How do we find a compromise that will satisfy the student, the teacher and the
parent? First, let me address your question regarding the private testing. Before
pursuing that option, consider what you hope to achieve with the testing. Is
outside testing needed to convince your child’s teacher that he needs different
work? Does the school district accept outside testing? Does the assessor have
background knowledge regarding high ability students? Is the assessor certified to
administer intelligence tests? Is the test to be given the most recent edition? Will
the assessor interpret the results in a report?
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Continued...

BCGT
Happenings

What about grade advancement? Moving the child to the next grade level is not a
simple process nor is it an easy answer to this dilemma. Is the curriculum at the
next grade level high enough for your child? Is the child competent in all areas of
academics or does he exhibit strength in mainly one area? Would the teacher in
the next level differentiate for him? Does he want to move, leaving friends and
possibly grade-aligned extra-curricular activities such as school sports teams or
scout troops? Are there other options for acceleration within the grade level? Will
there be issues related to age in high school - driving, dating? Most districts have
policies concerning outside testing and/or acceleration. You may want to look into
these at some point, but first, let’s back up to the current situation.

The parent, teacher and student are all looking to do their best in their roles.
How can they work together? Establishing clear communication is a start. Parents
should explain to their children the reason for review and assessment in the first
weeks of school and help them understand why they need to put forth their best
effort even in work they consider “easy”. Teachers can share a similar
explanation and reassure students that they will adjust the level of instruction
once they are aware of what students already have learned. If needed, parents
can ask for a phone conference or brief meeting (not during Back to School Night!)
to share their concerns and learn of the teacher’s plan to meet the needs of their
child. Parents can also contact district level administrators to learn about
programs designed for high ability students.

Finally, | urge you to allow a little more adjustment time, and then re-evaluate
the situation. Don’t depend only on your child’s explanation of what he is doing or
on your neighbor’s account of what she heard on the playground. If you still have
concerns, ask for a full conference with the classroom teacher and, possibly, other
staff members. Approach the meeting ready to share positive suggestions and ask
for ways you can consider extending learning outside of school. Encourage your
child to take part in this process, not as a critic, but as an active problem-solver
eager to take on some responsibility for his own learning.

Good luck! Working together, you and your child’s teacher should be able to
provide him with wonderful learning opportunities.

Sincerely,
Julie

Upcoming Events

= November 10, 7 PM - “Challenging the Academically Talented:
Understanding Dist. 220’s Opportunities for High Ability Kids” - Speakers:
Julie Luck Jensen, Director of Extended Services - Dist. 220, and Tim
Martin, Counselor Liaison - Barrington High School Extended Programs

=  November 17, 9:30 AM - BCGT Book Discussion - “Peak Performance for
Smart Kids: Strategies and Tips for Ensuring School Success”

Both events held at the Barrington Area Library
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Family Game Night was a hit!

The BCGT kicked off the year
with a Family Game Night

September 26.

We had over 50 families that
came and enjoyed pizza and
soda and had a lot of fun!
Grandmaster Yury Shulman,
the 2008 U.S. Chess
Champion, was there to teach
us some fancy Chess moves.
He also played simultaneous
games with many of the

attending children!

Games like Scrabble, Othello,
Mastermind, Blokus, Mancala and
Set were also enjoyed by the
children and parents alike. Some of
the Extended teachers were there
too and the parents and students
got to meet and mingle with each
other.

It was a fun evening for all!

First BCGT Coffee and Book Discussion

PEAK

PERFORMANCE
!r ST KIDS

BCGT held its first coffee of the year on October 8. Existing
members and fresh faces gathered at the library for coffee
and informal conversation. Julie Luck Jensen also introduced
our first Book Discussion selection, Peak Performance for
Smart Kids: Strategies and Tips for Ensuring School
Success by Maureen Neihart, available from online
booksellers. We chose this book for its practical tips (“7
Habits of Top Performers”) and readability.

It’s a relatively small paperback organized by chapters,
making it the perfect book to throw in your bag and read a
chapter here and there. We’ll meet again at the library
Monday, November 17 at 9:30 a.m. to discuss the book.
Please join us for discussion even if you were unable to make
the October coffee.
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Please Support Us!

BCGT is an organization
of parents and educators
whose common purpose is
to support gifted
education in District 220
by serving as a resource
and advocate for gifted
students, their families
and faculty.

Classroom
News
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L\ L\ Susan Hewes was also on hand at the coffee, to tell us
J,#/ about her kindergarten enrichment program, which is held
M at the library Wednesday afternoons. She brought some of

the innovative toys and games she uses in her program.
Please see the “Check it out” section of this newsletter for
further details if you have or know of a kindergarten age
child who may be interested in participating.

=

BCGT Members help us to:

Host expert speakers in the field of gifted education
Sponsor family events like Game Night and Parent coffees
Provide grants to District 220 programs and classrooms
Support advocacy for gifted funding

vV V V V

Please consider joining. Membership form for the 2008-2009 school year
is at the back of the newsletter.

Going Green at Spring Valley Nature Center

By Lindsay Green, 5t Grade, Hough Street School

Our classes are going green! We’ve been learning about ecosystems and eco-
issues, studying wetlands and prairies specifically. We’ve also been learning
how to use digital photography to tell a story. Lindsay Green, a fifth grade
student, writes about a field trip to the restored prairie at Spring Valley
Nature Center in Schaumburg.

When we first got to Spring valley, it looked ordinary. It was just a prairie
for a long way under the gray sky. When we got off the bus, we were
divided into groups. Our group went down a wide gravel path that cut into
the prairie. The guide stopped us every once in a while to look at Indian
grass or asters, or to take pictures of grasshoppers. Soon the gravel path
vanished and gave way to a narrow trail cutting through the tall grasses. The
guide told us to close our eyes and reach out in front of us. Prairie plants
bent away from my fingers. This was what it felt like to the pioneers
traveling in the untouched prairie of old. We continued into the grassland,
snapping photos of spiders and plants. We saw a plant called milkweed,
favored by monarch butterflies for its poisonous milk.
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Our guide bent the leaf and
sticky white drops appeared.
We walked alone down
another narrow path, alone
in the wide prairie. The
silence was peaceful. We
drew what we felt. | drew an
Indian, bow drawn, stalking
a buffalo through the big
bluestem. We played a
game as predator and prey
and learned how adaptations
help both to survive. We all
experienced the ecosystem
of the prairie in a way that
seeing pictures could never
do. | smelled it growing,
felt it wave in the wind, and
disappeared through the
wild grasses. Spring Valley
was a great field trip.

New Language Arts Program in 6th Grade

By Heather Schumacher (6E Teacher, Station Campus)
and
Kipp Freeman (6E Teacher, Prairie Campus)

The sixth grade E teams at Prairie and Station are very excited about the
implementation of a new language arts program. We have integrated
grammar, poetry, and vocabulary into our weekly writing lessons so the
students can not only learn the new words, become familiar with diverse
poets’ work, and master rules of grammar, but can incorporate all of their
new knowledge in their writing pieces.

What makes this new program innovative and engaging for the students,
however, is that each week a new picture book anchors the lessons and guides
the students through the writing process to create a unique, well-written
piece of writing. Each student is part of this writing workshop, keeps a writing
folder, and will ultimately get to select their best pieces to "publish” in an end
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of their year culminating project. Students have found great success with the
creative writing process thus far and are extremely eager to share their work
with their peers and teachers.

We have discovered many aspiring poets, vivid vocabulists, and grammar gurus
already in our classrooms.

Top 8 best things about High School

By a Freshman, Barrington High School

It is a unanimous opinion among freshmen that high school is ‘so much
better!” than middle school. But what is it that makes it better? Is it that it’s
one step closer to college? Is it the privileges and opportunities you can take
advantage of? I’ve summed up the best things about high school in the list
below.

1. In high school, you’re allowed to keep your phone with you! You can text
your friends in between classes with all the latest news. Just make sure it
doesn’t go off during class... you’ll get four detentions!

2. One of the smallest but most satisfying things is that you are now able to
chew gum during class! No one really knows why this is so exciting, but
for whatever reason, we all love it. (The irony of it all is that you rarely
find gum under the desks in high school, where you’re allowed to have
it... but in middle school? Beware of sticking your hand anywhere near the
underside of your desk.)

3. Since we all have to wake up in the wee hours of the morning, sometimes
it can be a long, agonizing time before we get to eat lunch. In high
school, the teachers let you eat during class. If you have a late lunch,
fear not! Just take a snack with you to tide you over.

4. Another benefit is the lack of dress code. For guys who are self-conscious
about their hair, hats are allowed. Revealing clothes are still frowned
upon, but for those of us who feel the need to wear them, they are
perfectly welcome to. And if you’re one of those interesting kids who like
to wear a cape to school? You can go right on ahead...

5. Lunch is by far better. Not only do you have more time to eat (and even
more time when you don’t have advisory), but the food they offer is more
diverse... not to mention better tasting. Weather permitting, you can also
sit outside and enjoy the beauty of nature... and the parking lot.
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Classroom 6. You’re allowed to carry your backpack with you. Since the high school is
News so big, many of us need to trek across the school with our heavy books
since we don’t have time to go to our lockers. In which case, the
backpack or tote bag is a handy tool to have. Much easier to carry, and
Continued ... you are much less susceptible to being ‘booked.’

7. Prairie and Station kids are reunited! You get to see your friends from
elementary school that you haven’t seen for three years, and make new
friends as well. Plus, some of your elementary school classmates may
have changed in interesting ways.

8. If you want, you have the option of taking an elective. If you don’t want,
you can have a free period instead. Both of these are great to have in
your schedule. There are a ton of different electives to choose from,
from jewelry to orchestra to photography. If you have a free period, it
gives you time to study, finish homework or just relax with your friends.

7 Calling all authors &
= teachers and students!

We are looking for more articles for our next issue. We would love to hear
about what is happening in your school or classroom.

> Do you have a story to tell?

> A field trip, event or classroom activity you would like to write
about?

> Book reviews or website recommendations?

Please send your ideas and articles in an email to -
bw.bcgtnews@gmail.com

Would you like a copy of this newsletter by email? We are trying to collect
the email addresses of people would like to save some paper and receive

the BCGT Newsletter by email, three times a year. Please send an email to
bw.bcgtnews@gmail.com and let us know!

Thanks!
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Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talentey

invites all parents to attend

An Informational Session

At the Barrington Area Library
Monday, November 10th at 7 PM

AChall enging the Academically
Understanding Dist. 220's Opportunit

Featuring

Julie Luck Jensen
Director of Extended Services, District 220
and
Tim Martin, Counselor Liaison
Barrington High School Extended Programs

Ideas for parents and teachers to create an optimum team will
also be discussed. Join in an information -packed evening
filled with ideas and explore various programs from
Elementary through High School

Not Sponsored by Barringt@ommunity Unit School District 220
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As | See It

Maggie Gruber

3"/4" grade teacher,
Self-contained, Extended class
Hough Street School

BCGT Newsletter

What led you to become a teacher of gifted children?

This is my 21* year teaching the self-contained extended program. Before that, |
taught for 8 years as a regular classroom teacher. The extended third and fourth
grade class had been around for 5 years before | started teaching it, and each year
there was a different teacher. During this time, my own three children were in the
program, and | was teaching first grade here at Hough. When the 5 teacher in
five years left, my principal asked me to teach the program. I think she was trying
to achieve some degree of continuity, and felt that since my children had been in
the self-contained extended program, at least | would have some idea of what it
should be about. Taking this position has been one of the best decisions | have ever
made!

Over the years you’ve seen a lot of changes in education. How have you kept up
with them?

Educational initiatives have come and gone... and come again. It goes without
saying that | take classes and attend conferences to stay up-to-date in my field.
But my former students are my best curriculum barometers. They frequently come
back to visit and check in with me. | always ask them to reflect on their years in
self-contained and share what they feel was important - and what they would
change. This valuable input helps shape my curricular decisions. At this point |
look at teaching the way a grandparent looks at parenting... with an eye for what’s
truly important, trying not to get bogged down by what really doesn’t matter in
the big picture.

What do you feel is truly important for parents of gifted children to know today?

Every child deserves the right to be challenged. It’s the struggle - and finally
succeeding after much effort - that gives children self-confidence. Parents have to
be really careful not to do too much for their children. Then children can own their
successes and develop a sense of self-efficacy. This feeling of success stays with
them and gives them proof that they can do well on future challenges. When those
challenges come up, parents can serve as historians, chronicling their child’s past
triumphs in the face of obstacles. The child, knowing that he accomplished the
task by himself, hears the truth in his parents words and believes in himself. How
powerful that is!

How do you motivate kids to learn?

I want my students to feel good about themselves - and yet know that they still
have a long way to travel. | want them to be willing to take educational risks, and
not be afraid to fail. They need to learn about people who persevered through
failure and ultimately achieved success. | want them to truly believe that all things
are possible. | recently heard that the two most important things needed to fully
engage the brain are humor and heart. | hope that | can always teach with these in
mind!
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Kindergarten fun and games

Susan Hewes, a BCGT parent, is offering a Kindergarten Enrichment program
Wednesday afternoons at the library. Children and their caregivers will have
the opportunity for some brain-building fun by playing games, constructing
objects, and solving puzzles. This is also an opportunity to meet new friends
and share resources with one another.

Susan’s educational background includes a M.A. in Developmental
Psychology/Child Development. In addition to experience as a Developmental
Educator in Early Intervention, a preschool owner and teacher, and 3 years as a
home school parent, she has served on the Board of Directors of the New
Hampshire Association for Gifted Children. You may reach Susan at 847-487-
0241 to learn more. Space is limited; cost is $25 to help cover material costs.

Chicago | nt er natHilmAeativalCh i |

This 15" annual film festival is one of the largest film festivals devoted to
films for and by kids. It runs from October 23™ to November 2™. For details
visit -

http://cicff2008.org/

Some Interesting websites for parents and children:

= www.nagc.org/uploadedFiles/PHP/Toylist 2007.pdf - 2007 Holiday
toy list from the National Association for Gifted Children

=  www.hoagiesgifted.org/ shopping_guide.htm - gifts for the gifted,
movie, book, toy recommendations

=  www.kids-in-mind.com/ - this site really does rate and review movies

=  www.brainetics.com/games.html - Unbelievable! Math patterns and
relationships, math games

=  www.sheppardsoftware.com/web_games.htm - fun learning,
including map games to learn states, capitals, landforms, etc.

" www.chinaberry.com - interesting catalog for families, with lots of
books, toys and crafts

=  www.iknowthat.com - free subscription web site with math, language
arts, social studies and thinking games

=  www.sciencenewsforkids.org - science articles and online games
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Penny from Heaven

By Jennifer L. Holm

Reviewed by
Grace Hayes
5% Grade,
Countryside School

Small Steps: The
Year | Got Polio
By Peg Kehret

Reviewed by
Christopher Cascino
4" Grade,
Countryside School

All Shook Up
By Shelly Pearsall

Reviewed by
Dillon Alexander
5% Grade,
Countryside School

Ci
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Book Reviews from our students

It’s 1953 and 11-year-old Penny Falucci is the daughter of
an American mother and a dead lItalian father. She was
named after an old Bing Crosby song that her father used to
love, “Pennies from Heaven”. Growing up in New Jersey
after World War I, Penny has some tricky issues to deal
with, such as her grandmother’s horrible cooking, her
hermit of an uncle, a knucklehead cousin, and some other
wild adventures along the road of trying to help her family
reunite and become friends again.

But then, she gets her arm stuck in the wringer.

| recommend this book because it is a good family story with a dash of adventure
and mystery. | give it a four and half stars. | also like how the characters fit in with
the story. Penny is surrounded by people who love and care for her, and it is sad
how they do not get along. | am sure you will like the ending. What happened to
Penny after her arm got stuck in the wringer? Read this captivating tale to find out!

Recently, | read this book and | must say that | loved it. It was
an autobiography on the year Peg Kehret, a children’s author,
got polio. Bad news after bad news, the polio increases, and
just when you think it can’t get any worse, she’s paralyzed
from the neck down. The fierce battle against polio rages on
and Peg fights back. To recover from the polio, Peg must take
small steps.

| think this book might be the best I’ve ever read. It was unbelievable when | heard
that a thirteen-year old girl got this terrifying disease, but the best part is that she
held on. If you think this book would be one of those depressing books, you are way
off! On a rating from one to ten, | rate this book a ten. | would suggest this book to
anyone. So, make sure you read this book.

Small Steps:

All Shook up is a book about a kid named Josh Greenwood
who has a perfectly fine life in Boston, Massachusetts, when
his grandma breaks her hip. Josh’s parents are divorced and

, he lives with his mom. His mom decides to tend to the
A grandma in the hospital, so Josh is sent to Chicago to live

o A with his dad. When he gets there, a ton of things in his life
. twist and turn and he becomes mad and a little bit

embarrassed of his dad.

This was recommended to me and | recommend it to you. | would rate it with
five stars!
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Word and Letter
Play

Math Puzzle

Solutions
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State by State
(school.discoveryeducation.com/brainboosters)

What determined the order in which the states in Column A are listed?
What determined the order in which the states in Column B are listed?

Column A Column B
1 Ohio Ohio
2 Idaho Oregon
3 Hawaii New York
4 Indiana Kansas
5 Arkansas South Dakota
6 New Mexico Arkansas
7 Washington South Carolina
8 Mississippi Arizona
9 West Virginia Alaska
10 North Carolina Alabama

Tic Tac Toe Brain Teaser
(www.braingle.com/brainteasers)

Arrange the numbers 1 through 9 on a tic tac toe board such that the
numbers in each row, column, and diagonal add up to 15.

Math Word Puzzle

Each letter in each question stands for a 1-digit number. No two
letters may stand for the same number. Find a value for each letter.

WINTER
+ INTO

SPRING

‘U0 05 PUD 2WDU 5, 31018 2a8L0F
PUDDES 3UYL UL LSAIL BUL Sl e e mmmmmmmme
AWDU 5, 21015 LSJI 4 344 Ul GIO5  +
J2LL3] 45D BYL - g uwnjoo JoToEe

L BA0qD aL0Ls UL UDL)
J3LL3| 2J0W ] 50 2WDU
BI045 YIDa - % UIWN|07
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A Big Thanks to our Lifetime Members

Evelyn Ackermann

Rob and Joanne Aleksick
Sanjay Asija

Greg and Beth Bach

Jim and Gail Bach

Jeff and Deb Bakal

Donna Bapst

Dean and Sue Barsness

Brian and Kathleen Battle
Bill and Joan Bowyer

Dave and Melissa Buckley
The Cai Family

Tom and Sharon Casaletto
Steb and Pam Chandor

Raja and Pooja Chatterji
Canary Chia

Jeff and Lisa Church

Vincent and Roseann Civitello
Brian and Carolyn Clifford
Eduardo and Caroline Conrado
Pat and Julie Corey

Kenneth and Kim Corless
Stephen and Elizabeth Crandall
Steve and Linda Divito

Parag and Dulari Doshi

Sandy Dowdy

Laura Durden

Naim and Cris Elias

Mark Elliot and Michele Perlis
John and Kathy Featherstone
Jack and Kathy Fitzpatrick
Mukesh and Nita Gangwal
Butch and Suzi Gavars

Ed and Doris Gierlach

Robert and Jonan Graham
Bill and Linda Griffin

Irfan Hafiz and Nausheen Din
Harold and Kelly Henry

Hap and Susan Hewes

Ron and Carol Hinkle

Joe and Kim Holland

Bill and Cathy Howes

Tom and Anna Huber

Richard Hucker

Peter and Linda Jakopin

Robert and Sue Johnson

Vish and Swarup Karande

Deepa Kartha

Rich and Kathy Kasiurak

Brian and Jeanne Kelly

Joe and Mary Klest

Thomas and Marilyn
Kortendick

Jody Kubala

Ralph and Mary Jo Kunzman

Jean-Louis and Kristin Lafon

Jennifer Lagoni

Jack and Karen Lambert

Kurt and Carol Laning

Bill and Juli LaRocque

June Lee

Jonathan Nyland and
Katherine Logue

Terri Longo

Sonali Majmudar

Tom and Nancy Massimino

Sandy and Jenine Mathias

The May Family

Dave and Ruth-Ann McKellin

John and Sue McVickers

Ajay and Priti Mehta

Ray and Chrisse Mena

Joe and Ann Messer

Teri and Tim Meyer

Pete Miceli

Paul and Lori Morin

Anupama and Siva
Muthuswamy

Leena Nayak

The Nepomuceno Family

Pin Ni and Weidi Lu

John and Annette Nikolich

Ken and Jean Nowak

Shane and Lori Nugent

Charles and Christine Olson

Peter and Anne Ordway

Arthur and Eva Ostrowski

Shalini Parekh

Tony and Mary Pecora

Kathy Pfister

Anthony and Kimberly Priola

Dragana and Val Rajic

Lakshmi and Subramanjam
Ramakrishnam

Matthew and Joann Robbins

Deb Robinson

Steve and Lisa Rothman

Amita Sachdev

Betsy and Norm Scott

Hemali Shah

Thomas Silberg and
Catherine Klima

The Singh Family

The Solberg Family

Randy and Kathy Spiess

Paul Stahlberg

Robert and Kekti Steffen

Maria Sweeney

Robert and Paula Thomas

Nandu and Paru Thondavadi

Mark and Susan Thorndyke

Ahmed and Nimi Tobaa

Judy Kosarek Tyler

Deborah Varwig

Manju and Indu Vence

Robert and Melinda Vlk

Lei Wang

Bhama and Richard Winkler

Ronald and Deborah
Workman

Libby Yang

Weiming Zhou
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BCGT

Please Support Us!

BCGT is an organization of parents and educators whose common purpose is to support gifted
education in District 220 by serving as a resource and advocate for gifted students, their families
and faculty.

Your membership enables BCGT to:
® Host nationally and locally renowned speakers in the field of gifted education

® Provide parent and family networking opportunities such as coffees and family
game nights

® |ssue classroom grants: In the past, in addition to fulfilling the smaller, specific
wishes of teachers, BCGT made the largest single donation ever, $3,000, to
help fund a pilot program at Sunny Hill which helps target gifted students in early
elementary school

® Support legislative advocacy for gifted funding
® Publish and maintain BCGWWBCGTeoms | et t ¢

® E-mail notification of programs, meetings and special events

We offer a District 220 Lifetime Membership! For your $100 donation, you receive
BCGT membership benefits for long as your children attend school in District 220.
In addition to reduced membership fees, lifetime members will receive special
recognition for their support on the BCGT website and in the newsletter.

Join Now for the 2008 -2009 School Year!

Membership form is on the back of this page.



http://www.bcgt.org/

BCGT

Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talented

Name:

City, State, Zip:

Address:
Phone:

E-mail (required for us to send advance notice for BCGT events, meetings and reminders):

Please send me the BCGT newsletter via E-mail

Please make your tax deductible
contribution payable to BCGT:

%20 Family Membership
%100 Lifetime Membership*

____ Donation

*0 Lifeti me Member:

receive BCGT member benefits for as long
as your children attend school in District
220.

Send your membership form to:

Hemali Shah
7 Cutters Run
S. Barrington, IL 60010

hemalis@gmail.com

To ensure receipt of our membership
benefits, please fill in below:

I currently have children enrolled in
District 220 extended services or
self-contained programs:

_yes ___no

schools:

Your comments or suggestions for speakers:

Please contact me, | would like to get more involved in BCGT




