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In March, | had the privilege of representing Illinois along with Illinois Association for
Glfted Funding Gifted Children (IAGC) Executive Director, Sally Walker, at a National Association for
U pdate Gifted Children (NAGC) Affiliates Conference in Washington D.C. The conference is a

wonderful opportunity to meet with officers of other state gifted associations and

discuss common goals and concerns. It is also a chance to learn about legislative issues

Julie Luck Jensen that can affect gifted students.

Director of
Extended Services Federal Issues
Barrington CUSD 220 Before we embarked on our annual visit to our legislators on Capitol Hill, NAGC briefed

us on the following four major topics currently being discussed:

1. Issue: Adequate funding for the Javits program . The Javits program is the only
federal funding designated for gifted education. Javits grants provide funding for
the National Research Center (NRC) on the Gifted and Talented and for some
demonstration grants that focus on meeting the needs of underserved, high-ability
students. Research for the current Sunny Hill pilot program, for example, came
from Javits funded research. Thanks to the hard work of advocates last year, both
the House and the Senate education funding subcommittees retained the Javits
program at the previous year"s | evel (%
Proposed Solution : This year we asked Congress to restore funding to the support
level it had in 2002 before across-the-board cuts in domestic spending took their
toll. Our request for $11.25 million for fiscal year 2010 would restore the NRC and
demonstration grants as well as provide funding for state competitive grants.

2. lIssue: Closing of the achievement gap for advanced learners from low  -income
backgrounds. No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation has focused on closing the
achievement gap for poor and minority students and seems to be paying off for some
students. Unfortunately, the achievement of high-performing students is, in the
words of a recent Fordham Foundation refg
increasing achievement gap between the top students from disadvantaged
background and their more advantaged peers. Research shows that the gap is
growing roughly twice as fast as the gap for lower performing students.

Proposed Solution: We proposed a competitive 5-year grant program that enables
school district to implement challenging programming, utilizing high quality
assessments and curriculum, with a cohort of elementary school students to prevent
an achievement gap from developing between them and their more advantaged
peers. Grants would also support training for parents to help them support their
children®s |l earning.

3. lIssue: Accountability provisions in NCLB modified to include accountability and
reporting for the performance of above-proficient children. Above-proficient
children have often been ignored as district struggle to move their low-performing
students to proficiency. Many state tests were designed to measure only grade-level
performance, making it impossible to determine achievement of high-achieving
students who perform above grade level.

Proposed Solution: We proposed amending the current Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) provisions of NCLB to -peqfiickeenttc
require state tests to be able to measure above-grade level achievement, and

change the state report cards to report on the performance of the most advanced
students.
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4. Issue: Professional development funds in NCLB should include training for
instructing gifted and talented students. States must submit plans to the
Department of Education on how they use federal dollars to train teachers, under
Title 1l of NCLB, to increase teacher effectiveness. Congress also recently adopted a
definition of “teaching skills” in Title
focus on the ability to meet the learning needs of gifted and talented students.
Proposed Solution: We proposed amending Title Il of NCLB to include a reference to
the teaching skills definition, and then require that State plans describe how they
will improve the teaching skills of teachers in their states.

What can you do?

Take a few minutes and join the NAGC Legislative Action Network (NAGC-LAN) to raise
awareness about the needs of gifted children and influence federal policy decisions. |
also hope you will send an email to others who will help our efforts by also joining our
NAGC-LAN.

When you join the NAGC- LAN, you will help to advocate for gifted and talented
children during these difficult economic times. Our goal is to achieve a high quality
education for all gifted children, and increase federal resources on their behalf. To be
successful, Members of Congress need to hear from you, their constituents, about
these important issues. The NAGC website is www.NAGC.org.

State Issues

As you may know, Illinois state funding for gifted education was removed from the state
budget in 2003 along with references to gifted education in the state code. Over the
last years, advocates of gifted children have contacted state legislators, testified at
state budget hearings and taken busloads of gifted children to meet with their legislators
in Springfield.

Last year their efforts convinced legislators to include $5 million in the state budget
designated for gifted education,i n t h"e08 O0sfrt at e budget. The
released was $2 million. This amount was used to start the revision of the Gifted

Institute which is a 6 day course intended to provide classroom teachers with a

background in such gifted education topics as identification, curriculum, models of
instruction, etc.

The - ®8 b indiglesS7 million for gifted education. This amount will be used for
more gifted training, now called the Gifted Seminar, throughout the state. Plans for
training/education for counselors and administrators are also in the works.

What can you do?

To continue these efforts and to support the creation of an endorsement for gifted
teachers, advocates are now being asked to contact state legislators and ask their
support for $10 million through HB 4044. For further information in how to carry this
out, please visit the IAGC website, www.IAGCgifted.org and open the link to Advocacy.

BCGT Scierce Night
By Shalini Parekh

On Thursday, March 19, the Barrington Council for the Gifted & Talented hosted an
evening of hands-on/minds-on science designed to engage children and their parents in
problem-solving tasks. Participants worked with ordinary materials to create
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extraordinary things.

Dr. Anne Grall Reichel, a science curriculum specialist, facilitated the activities.
Reichel s goal for the evening was to eng
promote higher-order thinking and problem solving. Participants were challenged to
move beyond simple recipe-based science to tasks that engaged them in problem solving
using simple everyday materials. For example, with only popsicle sticks and tape
parent-child teams were challenged to create a pathway for the slowest moving marble.
Other activities included designing and building the longest spinning top the slowest
rising helium balloon using materials like paper plates, glue and play-dough.

At first participants asked for further directions. Reichel explained that the open-ended
approach fosters mult1ple and diverse solutions to a problem. After each activity,
participants were afforded the opportunity
to look at the diverse solutions to each
design challenge. The participants soon
began to appreciate the approach and
realized that the solutions were limitless
when one is challenged to imagine and
invent.

In addition, participants constructed an
understanding of science concepts through
doing. As they observed the marble
pathways, for example, they discovered
the relationship of speed to distance over
time.

The BCGT is committed to creating
opportunities for children to think and
problem solve. As we prepare our children
to face the challenges of the 21st Century
we must challenge them to embrace,
problem solving and provide opportunities
for them to experience the joy of active
learning and solution building. The evening
spoke to this commitment.

BCGT Book Club Notes
By Pooja Chatteriji

We di scusseWhahésbMakh"” Got by Do BO & lktng.t
This book added an interesting dimension to the focus of Math and Science as our

theme for this academic year. The importance of education and specifically that of
math and science-has been considered the impetus for the growth in China and other
Asian economic giants. The US has ranked 28th in a recent international assessment of
mathematics. Also, with the interest in mathematics dipping, we are experiencing a
decline in the number of math majors by 19%. Non-resident aliens are dominating as
math and science majors.

Against this backdrop of disturbing facts, Jo Boaler has written this book with a sense
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of urgency. The author basically points out that Math is not an option, our younger

BCGT generation needs to be competent in the subject.

Happenings Jo Boaler is the "Marie Curie Professor of Mathematics Education” at the University of
Sussex in England. She has been a professor at Stanford University and has held various

Continued teaching positions at schools and colleges in London and California.

The author has based her book on detailed research, following children over time and
through different schools. She even collected data following the progress of children in
different countries.

Tl ey
WHAT'S f According to the author, "standardized testing” in schools is a waste of time, which just
promotes "teaching to the test". She criticizes the concept of segregating children on
g MATH : the basis of ability. Her reasoning being, this is bad for morale and prevents children
, BOTTODO jf‘_ from learning from each other or by demonstrating. The author devoted an entire
: WITH IT? l chapter to Math and Girls. She believes that girls are wired differently and think

differently from boys. The problem lies in the method of teaching the math material
to girls. Boys are more spatially oriented than girls. In the book, the author has used
several visual examples to illustrate algebra or other mathematical concepts. The
author describes how math is patterns and puzzles, and should be taught in an
interactive manner entailing discussion among students. Good educators should be
able to figure out what could be done to improve math instruction in schools and
homes.

Jo Boaler insists that discussion is probably the most effective tool in the understanding
and appreciation of Math. We noted that in class, "Language Arts"” always called for
discussion. However, in Math, students who can do the problems faster are recognized
-even though they might not have understood the material better.

Our reading group appreciated her refreshing way of defining Math. We did not fully

agree with her criticism of segregation based on ability. It is a great idea of having a
differentiated classroom taught by one teacher. However, in reality, the success of

this concept relies on the ability of the teacher to execute differentiation.

The author goes so far as to suggest the changing of existing curriculum in schools. She
has an entire chapter with ideas for parents and educators - to change the system.

Our discussion veered off into questions about the level of challenge in the math
curriculum and other curriculums in our schools. It was pointed out, that maybe, we
should have a more challenging curriculum earlier than middle school. Very often,
children are not accustomed to working under pressure, especially in High School.
However, one might fall into the trap of overloading children, which would lead to
undue pressure, fear of dropouts or suicide, or just plain rote learning.

Some of us felt that this book would be a great read for teachers as well as parents. In
conclusion, we agreed that this book had some great points, especially the need for
math and science competency to empower our children.

BCGT Movie Night
By Mindy VIk

BCGT held its first Family Movie Night Friday, s h o wiOatgber“Sky”  damuary 16 at
the Barrington library. You may recall that this was one of our frigid days off school. A
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devoted and hearty audience was rewarded with popcorn and a warm tale of a high
school student inspired by rocketry.

Following the launch of Sputnik, Homer Hickam (Jake Gyllenhaal) and three of his

friends are inspired to launch their own rocket. This does not go over well in their
1950" smicndanlg t own, especially with Homer "«
expects Homer to followinhisfoot st eps . Homer s commi t me
|l eads him outside his peer group to befri
rocketry and to withstand the derision of many of the adults in his life. A favorite
teacher (Laura Dern) also encourages Homer as he overcomes his distaste for math in
order to follow his passion.

“October Sky” is a terrific family filmt
exciting period in history. It is available at the Barrington library.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e B e MM S MM S E e ms m s ma s a -
'

Congratulations to Zach Kasiurak, who won the State Chess Championship and was the
top player out of over 1,000 players at the State Tournament. He is also the 2009
Illinois Chess Association Warren Junior Chess Scholar.

The Barrington High School Chess Team won the 6th Consecutive Mid Suburban League
Championship and came in 5th at the State Tournament out of 120 teams.

The Barrington High School Lincoln-Douglas debate team also did very well this year.

For the IHSA State Championships (Varsity), David Lilien (Sr) was the 1st Place

Speaker, while Alex Rosenfeld (Sr) was the 4th Place Speaker, and Chris Katrakis (Sr)
and Natasha Thondavadi (Jr) were both Octafinalists. In addition, David, along with :
Chris Katrakis and Alex Rosenfeld, qualified for the National Debate Tournament this
June in Birmingham, AL. (Only six debaters in IL qualify for such a tournament).

For the ISTA State Championships (JV/Novice), Kanisha Parthasarathy (So) was the
2nd Place Speaker, while Evan Blum (Fr) was the Novice Runner-up.

OAn English Teacherds Perspe
By Carolyn Turcotte , 8A English Teacher, Prairie Middle School

When Susannah Richards quoted Norman Mai l
lose the motivationt o read we | ose the ability to 1
serve my purpose as an English teacher at the IAGC (Illinois Association for Gifted
Children) conference. My goal was to find ways to reach the upper academic and
creative echelon of the numerous types of learners in my classroom. One of the major
themes of the conference was that giving a child more busy work is not the answer.
Choices and challenges are important to successfully serve the whole child.

Additionally, all children have different areas of strengths and weaknesses and we can
utilize multiple content areas to inspire students.

I n “Escalating Language Arts,” Richards j
encourage students to read excellent books. Oftentimes teachers have students
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choose books and they either don"t Kknow \
old genres and topics. Teachers sometimes find themselves choosing books for skills
development or to challenge a child, rather than for interest. There is notable
literature out there floating in the technological abyss and sifting through the stacks is
reinventing the wheel. The American Library Association has award lists and student
revi ews. Children need to be “ wowe drheran
precocious, yet thought-pr ovoki ng question, “ s oeithehat ?’
motivated nor answered by standards or report cards. The whole child seeks the C.S.
Lewis state of mind: “ read to find mys:e¢
teachers need to help students develop interests in other areas comfortably. Richards
suggests “speed dating with books."” Thert
the last chapter (not the first where the exposition is) will allow students to select,

and comfortably reject, new titles.

Ot her presenters focused on writing and
writing by giving us questioning (which peers could do also) strategies that will help
make the most of student writing. Presenter Michael Clay Thompson challenged
teachers to “go where the kids are not” &
vocabulary development in these texts is invaluable in our curriculum. Thompson
reminded us that too often we teach poetry and prose separately. When working with
the classics, poetry and prose are one and the same. Every student, no matter the

level, needs to be exposed to good writing. Socratic methods are the best way to work
with classic texts as the lessons and discussions differentiate themselves. Using this
method also gets students to steer away from reader responses and more towards
responses supported by the text. Every student can discuss and connect to universal
themes such as courage, honor, valor, jealousy, choices, and survival, etc.

The IAGC conference was important in reminding teachers that high interest, peppered
with a challenge, must be a balance in the classroom for all students in order to
stretch their various strengths and help develop their emerging skills. This must be
tackled in as many ways and through as many content areas as possible.

Sunny Hill Program Expands

By Lori Ford, Enrichment Instructional Specialist , Sunny Hill Elementary School

Despite the reluctance of spring“s arrive
Identification Program at Sunny Hill are truly blooming! Thanks to the efforts of a
cohort of twenty enthusiastic volunteers, the potential of these early learners
continues to be unleashed. Students, who are markedly ready for new, more
complex material to increase their knowledge, curiosity and thinking skills, are
involved in two volunteer programs this year. The purpose of the first program is to
preview a content area (science, social studies, or math) topic that students will
be exposed to at a later time. As we build their background knowledge regarding
that topic, we also aim to increase their curiosity about the world as well as their
thinking skills. In addition to the volunteer program, the second grade students are
invited to participate in a Junior Great Books Program. The Junior Great Books
Foundation uses classic literature along with strategic teaching methods, to
develop self-reliant thinkers and readers. Four dedicated volunteers dive deep into
this fantastic curriculum each week with the second graders and have marveled at
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the complexity of thinking that it ensues from the children.

The success of the High Potential Early Identification Program would not be
possible without the tireless efforts of so many volunteers, many of whom are
members of BCGT. In addition to the two volunteer programs mentioned above,
volunteers from the community also assist in a kindergarten intervention program
as well as mentoring middle school students. Not only do all of our volunteers give
of their time and energy during their weekly student meetings, but they often go
above and beyond the planned lesson toting experiments and additional resources.
Their efforts are invaluable and will pay dividends in the lives of these young
thinkers. Thank you BCGT for your continued support of this program!

If you are interested in volunteering this year or next, please e-mail Lori Ford
(lford@cusd220.0rg), Enrichment Instructional Specialist at Sunny Hill School.

The Scholastic Bowl
By Duncan Nyland, 6E, Station Middle School

Where can knowing that Marge Bouvier is the wife of Homer Simpson garner you points
in an academic competition? ScholasticBowl-t hat “s where. | n ad
pop culture questions, students participating in the Scholastic Bowl need to possess a
wide range of knowledge in math, history, science, literature, art, language and

musi c. This year®"s Station Middle School

successful. The “A” #t0eegaomdl! has an amazing

So far, the team has participated in three all-day tournaments, including the Wildcat
Invitational at Northwestern University. We have placed first in every single one.
Thirty five to forty teams usually participate in the tournaments. In addition to
tournaments, we have participated in ten after school matches, which we have also
won.

A typical Scholastic Bowl match has thirty toss-up questions and fifteen bonus
questions. A toss-up question can be answered by either team. The first team to buzz
in and answer correctly gets ten points, and the first shot at the corresponding bonus
question. A bonus question has a total point value of twenty points and includes three
to five questions, all relating to each other and the general topic of the question. The
science and math bonus questions are particularly challenging.
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The Station Scholastic Bowl team has a very good chance of going to the State Finals

Classroom

News this year, which is very exciting for the team and their coach, Mr. Price. Of course,
playing with the buzzers is a lot of fun too!

Continuec The Knowledge Master Open
By Juli LaRocque

Knowledge Master Open (KMO) is an online, computer based, international academic
competition that began in 1983 with 72 schools. Students answer challenging questions,
earning points for both speed and accuracy of their answers. This competition currently
attracts over 3,000 schools and 45,000 participants worldwide. The competition is
presented twice each school year by Academic Hallmarks, a Colorado software publisher.

The Hough Street school team of thirty-three students from the self-contained 3™, 4"
and 5" grade took 1°" PLACE worldwide AGAIN in the 5th grade division this spring. This
team is listed in the Hall of Fame as past winners 10 times. They scored 802 out of a
possible 1000 points and beat 288 other national and international teams at the 5" grade
level. The Hough team typically has a lead of over 50 points higher than the 2™ place
team. Although the competition is for 5" graders internationally, this team is less than
50% fifth graders. The maj ori ty of 'Hamdi4J braders!t eam i s 3

The coaches/teachers, Maggie Gruber and Georgia Nelson, are especially proud of their
student s® out st dhedlthig, fdudkhg andvfifth Brade students all study
the question and cooperate to find the answer. Some students input the answers on the
keyboard, whileother s act as “spotters” and help to
system of communication that allows all of the students to participate. They have also
appointed class directors to get shy people to shout out correct answers and set

classroom protocol for double checking facts and calculations. All the students

contribute to the success of the team.

Station Middle school also participates in the KMO with their coach Jeff Price. Their
team of sixteen 6th graders took 1° in state and 7" worldwide out of 639 teams last fall.

For more specifics, please check out the website for sample questions and past team
scores at www.greatauk.com/KMO.
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How long have you been teaching at Barrington Middle Schools?

This is my 8th year teaching math and coaching scholastic bowl team at Barrington
Community School District 220. Prior to coming to here in 2001, | taught and coached
for 7 years at Wirth Middle School in Cahokia, IL.

Specifically, | teach 7th and 8th grade Honors Accelerated Math - Extended Algebra and
Honors Geometry. | travel between Prairie and Station middle schools teaching one
section of each class at each school. 6th grade students are recommended by their
teachers for this program. Students with strong computational skills who are curious and
interested in understanding the “why” and
enter this program.

I am also the Public Address announcer at the varsity boys baseball and basketball games
at Barrington High School.

You are very involved in the Scholastic Bowl. What can you tell us about this activity?

Scholastic Bowl is a competitive contest similar to "Jeopardy” in that it tests
participants® ability to quickly answer qI
topics of these questions range from Language arts, Science, Math as well as Sports.

Points are scored for correct answers from both toss up questions and bonus

questions. This is a conference activity with competition at the Regional, Sectional, and
State level. | am the Station Middle School Scholastic Bowl coach as well as the High
School Freshman and Sophomore coach. | have been involved with the Scholastic Bowl

for over 12 years. At Station Middle School, we have 6™ through 8" graders on our team.
Station Middle School is currently 18-0 at t he , A" team | evel

As wel | as Scholastic Bowl coach | am t he
Knowledge Mast er s Open “ KMO”" . OQur team had a re
KMO.

How do you use technology in your classroom?

Technology has helped me broaden the communication between me and my students as
well as their parents. An example is the smart board, which allows me to save classroom
board notes on my website. | can also quickly show prepared examples, graphs and
theories. Homework assignments, worksheets and calendars with due dates are also
available to my students on my website. Email allows me to communicate promptly with
the students and parents. | try to provide as much information as possible in an easily
accessible manner so that if a student misses a class or a parent has a question about a
due date, they can find what they need on my website.

My students are very eager to learn and | enjoy showing them new ways of thinking about
a problem and challenging them by introducing them to higher-level concepts.
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The Hunger Games
By Suzanne Collins

Reviewed by

Patrick Yang

5™ Grade,

Hough Street School

Links to Summer Camps and Programs

1.

Camp Invention - grades 1 to 6, week long program instills creative problem-
solving and critical-thinking skills, www.campinvention.org

Harper In -Zone —ages 8 to 14, half or full day summer enrichment and sports
camp, www.harpercollege.edu

World s of Wisdom and Wonder —grade K through 6, challenging, creative
environment designed to meet the needs of gifted children,
www.centerforgifted.org

Center for Talent Development , summer program —pre-K through grade 12
program for academically talented, www.ctd.northwestern.edu/summer

Summer@IMSA grades 3 through 9, day and residential camps with focus on
math science and technology, www3.imsa.edu/programs/summer_at_imsa

Summer Adventures - Ages 3%, to 14, full and half day camps for gifted
children, www.scienceandartsacademy.org

Lake County Forest Preserve Summer Camp —pre-K through grade 11, summer
fun and learning related to nature,
www.Icfpd.org/html_Ic/camps/summer_camps_2009.html

ID Tech Camp —ages 7 through 18, technology camp, robotics, web design,
programming, www.internaldrive.com

Book Reviews from our students

Katniss Everdeen is a good and loyal sister. She is responsible for her family of
three, sister Primrose Everdeen and her mother. They live in the poorest part of
District 12. She breaks the law to go out into the wild to hunt to get the needed
food for her family to survive. When the yearly drawing for the Hunger Games
comes, Katniss is horrified when her sister is chosen for the fight-to-the-death
survival match that is shown on worldwide T.V. Also chosen is Peeta Mellark.
Katniss bravely steps up to take her
family and she is rushed off to the capital of Panem, a new nation that stands
on the ruins of the previous North America. Twenty-three other contestants are
chosen, two from each of 12 districts. Their fight to the death provides
entertainment. There are few rules beyond this, only one person can win. The
contestants have a short training period to prepare and each district has a
coach. Katniss works hard in the training room, knowing that it is her only
chance of survival. Tensions rise, and a conflict starts with Peeta. Finally, the
day arrives, and the contestants are released into the arena. Will she be the
last one standing, or will she be one of the 23 that will die?

| thought The Hunger Games was an amazing book. There was a lot of action,
and a lot of suspense. | couldn't put it down. There was always something
interesting going on and something exciting happening. Everybody in my class is
fighting over who gets to read it next. About six kids have read it so far, and
every one of them has loved it! | loved the book, and | can't wait until the
sequel comes out!
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S Boys are Dogs is a good fiction book. | chose this book because the title caught my
; attention. It is about a girl named Annabelle and her life at a new school, with new
E boys, a new house and a new dog.

| really liked this book because it made you want to keep reading. Annabelle was at

: summer camp when her mom moved in with her new boyfriend. She had to switch
f -fi schools and neighborhoods. The old school she went to was only girls, the new school
she is at had boys and girls. When she got back from camp, she learned that she now
Boys are Dogs owned a puppy. This book is all about her training her new puppy and the boys at her

By Leslie Margolis school. Another reason | liked this book is because it is very funny. Boys are Dogs has
funny things to say about boys and friendships and positive things to say about a whole

Reviewed by new life. It is a very positive book.
Chava Solberg
6E Leslie Margolis, the author, loves to read and decided to become an author because of

her passion for reading. She grew up in Los Angeles, CA and now lives in Brooklyn, NY.
She has also written Fix and Price of Admission. She has a dog named Aunt Blanche.

I really 1like this book arGilsdcting Gtty. tteslisva i t
Margolis is a very clever author and | strongly suggest you read some of her books.

In 1945 Nazi Germany, Death is busy. Liesel Meminger watches her brother die. Her
mother sends her to foster parents on Himmel Street whose names are Hans and Rosa
Hubermann. She grows fond of her papa, Hans, who plays the accordion and has bright
silver eyes. Hans teacher Liesel how to read. Her mother, Rosa, has a fine heart but yells
at Liesel constantly and calls Hans and Liesel curses. When many people start to lose
money, Liesel decides to steal books because of her love to read. Germany continues to
decline and Liesel faces many obstacles such as air raids and the death of loved ones.
How will Liesel survive under Hitler? Read to find out!

One of the major reasons | love this book is because the character of Death is the
narrator of the story. He gives the book a different, almost spiritual perspective. For
The Book Thief example, he refers to himself as "“picking
By Markus Zusak soft. He gazes into the sky and describes the sky from his view. He says he prefers a dark
chocolate sky. Though disturbing at times, Death is a truly great character.

Rzz\gﬁvl\fleednggnfent Another important character in the story is Rudy Steiner. He is a big fan of Olympian

6E Jesse Owens andsneighbossnHe ama Liesél evensually become friends.

Station Middle School Rudy hel ps Liesel steal books. Al so, Rudy
incident?”. He colors himself black and rt

is a powerful, moving character. | recommend The Book Thief.

Heat is by far a book were the author encourages kids to dream more than anything
else. This book is great for girls and boys and especially kids who enjoy sports. Even if
you are not a very sporty person but you love a good read then this is the book for you!
This book is about a twelve-year-old boy named Michael and his fight to play little league
baseball but also keep his secret safe.

Michael is an ordinary twelve year old except for the fact that both of his parents died,
(That is his big secret) and he can throw a fastball at eighty miles per hour. Michael"s
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. . Dad always used to tell him that he “had
K d SO C (them were really close. So now, all Mike has left is baseball, his older brother Carlos

and the New York Yankees games that are the best thing on television.

C T d :
ent e FMichael is playing baseball when some of the other coaches start to wonder about his

age and how a twelve year old could pitch so well. They start to file complaints and
MIKE LUPICA then Michaelisn“t al |l owed to play until he show:
i which was left in Cuba when they moved. N\
and his brother living alone for fear someone might try to split them up.

Mike gets tangled in some crazy adventures such as lying to a patrol officer, meeting a
famous baseball players daughter and pitching with his team in the Yankee stadium.
This is in my opinion a terrific book. | liked this book because of the great and well
thought out action scenes and the fact that | could relate to the characters. An
example of a well thought out action scene would be when Mike thinks of the winning
play for the play-offs game. For these reasons, | would recommend this book to anyone

Heat
By Mike Lupica

Reylewed by who likes sports or just needs a good read!!
Mia Benson
4t.h Grade This book is very suspenseful, action packed with exciting characters that really make
Lines School ’

you think. This is a very well written book. Mr. Lupica (the author) writes other books
such as the best seller Travel Team. | know that | loved this book and | hope you do
too. Overall | think it is a spectacular book!!

People say to never judge a book by its cover. In this case, it is fortunate that | did. Even
the cover of this book is eye-catching. Filled with gears and bolts, it caught my eye. This
story, filled with mishaps, adventures and magical moments, has satisfied my picky
standards.

Arthur is a content and down-to-Earth boy who lives in a quiet rural town. He lives with his
grandmot her because his parents can“t affor
great explorer and engineer in Africa. Through this, he grew to be a friend with the tribes
there. He disappeared for years earlier, leaving not a trace. Because of his disappearance,

- < Arthur and his grandmother are going bankr.
Arthur and the celebrating his 10" birthday when Mr. Davido, a man who wants to buy their land to build

Minimoys condominiums, barges into their house and announces that they have three days left until
By Luc Besson they have to | eave. That night, Arthur*s gr
called the Minimoys to Arthur . They are said to have been
Reviewed by grandfather many years ago. But the Minimoy
Teresa Nepomuceno  gne of my favorite characters is Arthur. His quick thinking and jokes give the story a little

6E,

Station Middle School quickness in its pacing. His strong, confident, caring and modest nature make him a most

lovable character in this epic quest.

The author, Luc Besson, writes as though he is speaking to a friend, telling what he did

over the weekend. He uses vivid descriptions and great metaphorssuchas, “ Art hu
before picking the first one, the way a surgeon chooses a scalpel before beginning an
operation.”

| enjoyed Arthur and Minimoys because it sparks a light in the back of my head that is
reserved for i maginat i ommakesTa feel Bka tamactuallya d e s ¢
quarter inch tall. In this tale, heroes can come in the smallest sizes.
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Testing Knowledge Master Sample questions
Your (www. greatauk.com)
5. What are the lengths of the sides of the smallest right triangle which are consecutive,

Knowledge integer multiples of 6?7
1. The ozone layer is ...
a) above the mesopause
b) below the troposphere
c) within the thermosphere
d) between the mesopause and stratopause
e) between the tropopause and stratopause

2. What is the noun form of "perpetual™?

Scholastic Bowl sample questions

6. They are typically globular proteins that bind to chemicals known as substrates via a
small portion of their length known as the active site. Although pepsin was among the
first to be discovered, they typically e
biomolecules which act as biological catalysts in speeding up chemical reactions?

7. lsaac wants to know how much it will cost to seed a triangular garden with height 9
meters and base of 6 meters. If seed costs seven dollars per square meter, and Isaac
knows that the area of the triangular garden can be calculated by multiplying the base
times the height times one half. How much will Isaac pay for seed?

8. In the 1690s Scotland failed to create a colony called Darien in this present day
country to capitalize on its unique geography. The French failed here in the 1880s and
lost over 20,000 workers in the process. Ultimately the United States was successful
in completing the long desired project here in 1914 and also helped separate this
Central American country from Colombia. What is this narrow country, the site of an
important canal?

Challenging Math Puzz le

(www.dr-mikes-math-games-for-kids.com)
Math Arrange the numbers 1 through to 8 in the grid shown. No consecutive numbers should be
puzzle next to each other, either horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

Solutions
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A Big Thanks to our Lifetime Members

Evelyn Ackermann

Rob and Joanne Aleksick
Sanjay Asija

Greg and Beth Bach

Jim and Gail Bach

Jeff and Deb Bakal

Donna Bapst

Dean and Sue Barsness
Brian and Kathleen Battle
Bill and Joan Bowyer
Dave and Melissa Buckley
The Cai Family

Tom and Sharon Casaletto
Steb and Pam Chandor
Raja and Pooja Chatterji
Canary Chia

Jeff and Lisa Church
Vincent and Roseann Civitello
Brian and Carolyn Clifford
Eduardo and Caroline Conrado
Pat and Julie Corey
Kenneth and Kim Corless

Stephen and Elizabeth Crandall

Steve and Linda Divito

Bill and Teri Doran

Parag and Dulari Doshi

Sandy Dowdy

Laura Durden

Naim and Cris Elias

Mark Elliot and Michele Perlis
John and Kathy Featherstone
Jack and Kathy Fitzpatrick
Mukesh and Nita Gangwal
Butch and Suzi Gavars

Mary and Jose George

Ed and Doris Gierlach

John and Trina Gizel

Robert and Jonan Graham
Bill and Linda Griffin

Irfan Hafiz and Nausheen Din
Harold and Kelly Henry

Hap and Susan Hewes

Ron and Carol Hinkle

Joe and Kim Holland

Bill and Cathy Howes

Tom and Anna Huber

Richard Hucker

Peter and Linda Jakopin

Robert and Sue Johnson

Vish and Swarup Karande

Deepa Kartha

Rich and Kathy Kasiurak

Brian and Jeanne Kelly

Joe and Mary Klest

Eva T. and W. John Kolasinski

Thomas and Marilyn
Kortendick

Jody Kubala

Ralph and Mary Jo Kunzman

Jean-Louis and Kristin Lafon

Jennifer Lagoni

Jack and Karen Lambert

Kurt and Carol Laning

Bill and Juli LaRocque

June Lee

Jonathan Nyland and
Katherine Logue

Terri Longo

Sonali Majmudar

Tom and Nancy Massimino

Sandy and Jenine Mathias

The May Family

Dave and Ruth-Ann McKellin

John and Sue McVickers

Ajay and Priti Mehta

Ray and Chrisse Mena

Joe and Ann Messer

Teri and Tim Meyer

Pete Miceli

Paul and Lori Morin

Anupama and Siva
Muthuswamy

Leena Nayak

The Nepomuceno Family

Pin Ni and Weidi Lu

John and Annette Nikolich

Ken and Jean Nowak

Shane and Lori Nugent

Charles and Christine Olson

Peter and Anne Ordway

Arthur and Eva Ostrowski

Shalini Parekh

Tony and Mary Pecora

Kathy Pfister

Anthony and Kimberly Priola

Dragana and Val Rajic

Lakshmi and Subramanjam
Ramakrishnam

Matthew and Joann Robbins

Deb Robinson

Steve and Lisa Rothman

Amita Sachdev

Betsy and Norm Scott

Hemali Shah

Thomas Silberg and
Catherine Klima

The Singh Family

The Solberg Family

Randy and Kathy Spiess

Paul Stahlberg

Robert and Kekti Steffen

Maria Sweeney

Robert and Paula Thomas

Nandu and Paru Thondavadi

Mark and Susan Thorndyke

Ahmed and Nimi Tobaa

Judy Kosarek Tyler

Deborah Varwig

Manju and Indu Vence

Robert and Melinda Vlk

Lei Wang

Bhama and Richard Winkler

Ronald and Deborah
Workman

Libby Yang

Weiming Zhou



A Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talented

POCT

Please Support Us!

BCGT is an organization of parents and educators whose common purpose is to support gifted
education in District 220 by serving as a resource and advocate for gifted students, their families

and faculty.
Name; Address
Phone: City, State, Zip

E-mail (required for us to send advance netfor BCGT eventsewsletterand remindens

Note: Yourcontact information, including yowmail address is kept strictly confidential

Please make your tax deductible
contribution payable to BCGT:

$20 Family Membership
$100 Lifetime Membership*

Donation

*0 Lifeti me Member:
receive BCGT member benefits for as lor
as your children attend scHao District
220.

Send your membership form to:
Hemali Shah

7 Cutters Run

S. Barrington, IL 60010

hemalis@gmail.com

To ensure receipt of our membership
benefits, please fill in below:

| currently have children enrolled in
District 220 extended services or
self-contained programs:

____yes no

Schools:

Your comment®r suggestions:

Please contact me, | would like to get more involved in BCGT




