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Dear Julie,

| have a pre-school son and a daughter in second grade who are quite precocious. My
daughter seems to inhale every book we provide and even my son is starting to read.
Their math, science and social studies questions are endless. | have never felt less
knowledgeable! Both sets of grandparents are telling me to buy more workbooks from
the teacher store and start homeschooling. My neighbors are saying | should start calling
my daughter’s principal to demand special services. Meanwhile my husband says to just
let them “be kids”.

| know the district has an official gifted program that starts in third grade, but how do |
help my kids prepare to qualify? | want the best for them but don’t know how to start.
| am exhausted trying to deal with this! Shouldn’t parenting bright kids be easy?

Pressured Parent

Dear Pressured,

A wise psychologist, Dr. Phil Perone from the University of Wisconsin, used to say you
can always tell the parents of gifted kids because they looked so tired. Endless child
questions and “helpful tips” from others may tend to make you feel as if you are not a
candidate for Parent of the Year. Allow me to share some suggestions of ideas I’ve
gathered over the years in the hope you will be able to have fun with your children and
still feel you have helped them grow intellectually.

While bright children are quick to pick up academic skills, they do not always see the
relevance of their new knowledge to their lives. Parents are in the perfect position to
help children apply their skills in so many areas of daily life. For example, you could
have your child do such things as:

e measure her room for new carpet

e double a recipe

e plan a budget for a meal or special trip to a movie or amusement park

e play card games with grandparents

e plan a family trip using a map and mileage chart

e make a bar graph with family and friend data (favorite food, favorite color, pets,
etc.)

o make a family tree or timeline (with those helpful grandparents as prime
resources)

e keep a journal

e email accounts of special experiences to cousins in another town or state

e go to the library to find a “kitchen experiment” book

o keep charts of scores or points from favorite athletes or teams
(Olympic years are great!)

Parents are not always aware of the importance of even simple interactions with their
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children. Because your children may have interests that differ from their age peers, you
can gear your time together around topics specific to their level of understanding. It
may sound simplistic, but have you tried the following lately?

Read a book together or read the same book individually (even with older
children) and use it to initiate conversations. Do the same thing with a movie,
especially one that features a bright young person.

Discuss current events. Gifted children often are concerned about topics in the
news yet they don’t have the experience to put them in perspective. Help them
understand things on their level. Refer to local, state, country and world maps
during the discussions.

Play games! There are so many wonderful games available for families that
involve strategies or thinking. www.nagc.org is the National Association for
Gifted web site. Each year they offer a list of stimulating games. Go to the link
for parents and check out the list that is part of their parent journal, Parenting
for High Potential. Another place for interesting games and thinking activities is
a new store on 55 E. Grande in Chicago called Marbles
(www.marblesthebrainstore.com)

Make regular visits to museums for children’s classes or to view the regular and
special exhibits. Don’t just stick to the big museums. For example, have you
visited the Museum of Surgical Sciences or Holography lately? How about the
new Freedom Museum? Make an annual (or more frequent!) trip to a live concert
or play that would appeal to the whole family. Chicago has so many wonderful
resources for the family to enjoy! Have your child help plan the trip using bus,
train or trolley schedules.

Enlist your helpful neighbors and your children’s teachers in brainstorming even more
activities. Remember it is always important for your child to see you as a continuing
learner. Sign up together for those horseback lessons you always wanted to try and use
your metacognitive speech (talk about your thoughts) as you express your feelings on
persisting at something that may not come easy at first.

Finally, relax and enjoy these precious times with your children. The memories you
create will be priceless to you both!

Sincerely,

Julie

Upcoming Events

A January 16, 6:30 PM 8 BCGT Movie Night, showing October Sky
A March 9, 9:30 AM 8BCGT Coffee and Book Discussion of

“What's Math Got to Do With It?” by Jo Boaler

A March 19, 6:30 PM dFamily Science Night with Anne Grall Reichel

All events will be held at the Barrington  Area Library

Visit our web site at  www.BCGT.org for updates and registration information.
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BCGT Book Club Notes

By Pooja Chatterji (BCGT Co-President)

BCGT kicked off its new book club on November 17, 2008- with “Peak Performance for
Smart Kids” by Maureen Neihart. The author is a child psychologist and used her
experience as a teacher and counselor to describe a practical and structured method to
approaching challenges faced by students today.

The book presented its main idea for success as a 7-fold approach.
According to Maureen Neihart, all successful high achievers need to
pay attention to what she calls “mental competencies”. Her first
chapter dealt with managing stress and anxiety. A by-product of
high achievement is anxiety, which in itself can both enhance or
hinder performance if it is over whelming. The next chapter
described risk-taking and working outside one’s comfort zone. She
went on to point out “S.M.A.R.T” goal setting, where the acronym
represents, Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and Timely.
Her chapter on “Mental Rehearsal” urged visualization, along with practice, to improve
self-confidence and self-control. Optimism and mood management were both important
for the endurance required in high performers. These can be accomplished through
mental and physical excercises and avoidance of food triggers. Lastly, she pointed out
the need to reconcile the conflicting environment that high achievers face when they
feel they do not belong or fit in. She ended the book with a chapter devoted to
“following your passion” to be successful. Her advice was not restricted to academics,
and she used examples in sports and music. Each of the chapters then went on to
describe detailed examples of children and their experiences and worksheets and
excercises to execute the author’s recommendations. There were interesting anecdotal
examples in the sidebar of book.

The book discussion by the parents who attended made profuse use of personal
anecdotes to relate, or not to relate to the advice of the author. One parent described
the use of breathing techniques by a teacher in the school district - to relieve stress and
anxiety. Based on another book “The Price of Privilege” by Madeline Levine, some
parents felt that Ms Neihart’s book was contradictory to this other interesting body of
work. The question arose whether we need to stress our children to maintain high
performance, or are they overscheduled. It was felt, that this was a commentary on
each individual child and the temperament of the child’s family. Of course, it does not
help, that to play any sport in today’s world, children have to be driven to an organized
sport. As someone pointed out - gone are the times when you could just ride a horse
and not have to enter horse shows, or play baseball with the neighborhood kids and not
be at the Saturday game.

It was pointed out that two other experts in the gifted field, Stephanie Tolan and Bertie
Kingore, both stress the importance of struggle to attain significant success. In fact,
failure is an essential part of self-reliance and enduring success. The chapter on
defining goals has been executed to some extent by some of the extended teachers.
Students have been asked to write out their goals in elementary school - and then
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submit an evaluation of goals reached or revised to their teacher every year. The
premise being, once you set a goal, you will find a way to achieve it. Interestingly-
nobody felt the need to touch on the topics of “optimism and mood management”.
Probably the biggest concern of the parents, who attended the discussion, was the “need
to fit in”. Most extended children in the district face peer pressure in middle school and
are often reluctant to pursue clubs and activities they enjoyed in the past - for fear of
being isolated. Parents with highschool children in the district felt that a lot of that
pressure was middle school related, and eased up in the later years. It helps that by
high school, most children (extended or not) feel the need to achieve and get into
colleges of their choice. It suddenly becomes more acceptable to be on the “debate”
team and not just try out for sports. The chapter on “following your passion” almost
contradicted previous advice.

The book was a quick and easy read. Most of the parents in attendance found it
enjoyable and would recommend as a “good read”. This book would appeal to those
who define “success” as high performance and achievement. Success does not
necessarily have to be defined in that manner, and hence if your own definition of
success is different, you might not agree with the advice of this book.

BCGT Members help us to:

> Host expert speakers in the field of gifted education

> Sponsor family events like Game Night and Parent coffees

> Provide grants to District 220 programs and classrooms

> Support advocacy for gifted funding

Please consider joining. Membership form for the 2008-2009 school year

is at the back of the newsletter and on our website at http://www.BCGT.org

Barrington High School Forensics Program
By Natasha Thondavadi, Lincoln-Douglas Debate Team Member

Barrington High School is characterized by the presence of three academic teams dealing
with the arts of public speaking, persuasion, and complex argumentation. Known
collectively as the BHS Forensics Program, the Speech Team, Congressional Debate Team
and Lincoln-Douglas Debate Team have experienced great success, winning countless
awards at the local, state, and national levels. Last year alone, members of all three
teams competed in either Sectionals or State. For example, Lincoln-Douglas members
David Lilien, Chris Katrakis, Alex Rosenfeld, Natasha Thondavadi, and Kanisha
Parthasarathy all placed at the state competitions for their respective divisions.

The Forensic teams boast a large and highly competitive program impacting the lives of
many of the high school’s most talented students. However, each of these teams is
significantly different and teaches students unique skills that they are able to apply in
many other areas of life.

Speech differs from the two Debate Teams by focusing more on the delivery and style of
speeches than on their precise content. Competitions are composed of a variety of
individual events, ranging from impromptu speaking to humorous interpretation. Due to
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such a large choice, students are usually able to find an event that fits their personality
and speaking style.

Congressional Debate, while also placing a strong emphasis on speaking, differs from the
other two teams by being very teamwork-oriented. Modeled after the real US Congress,
debaters present the opposing sides of proposed bills. Students are encouraged to share
research in order to gain information on such a large range of bills, fostering a strong
sense of teamwork. Many debaters also enjoy participating in the Congressional Team
since they are given the chance to write bills on issues that are relevant to them, giving
debate a more interesting and personal touch.

Lincoln-Douglas Debate, on the other hand, focuses debate around core values and has a
much deeper basis in philosophy and analytics, as opposed to statistical evidence.
Debaters work on the same resolution, or topic, for two whole months, giving them a
chance to learn about one issue deeply. For the first two months of the school year, for
example, debaters discussed the moral permissibility of taking one innocent life to save
the lives of other innocents, broadening students’ knowledge about philosophical
viewpoints on morality.

While continuing to promote persuasive speaking, Lincoln-Douglas Debate places more of
an emphasis on strategy than the other two Forensics teams, allowing students to
develop skills in addition to research and speaking. For Co-captain Alex Rosenfeld, one of
these skills was a greater critical thinking ability. According to Rosenfeld, “Debate has
strengthened my critical thinking ability because | am able to listen to an argument and
then refute it with several counter-arguments in a matter of seconds.”

Much of the success of the Forensics Teams is dependent on the ability to travel. A great
number of tournaments, especially for the Lincoln-Douglas Team, are located around the
country. The team is dependent on funding from the school, the Forensics Boosters
Program, and a few community organizations, such as BCGT. Susan Teegarden, the
director of Barrington’s Forensics Program, is extremely thankful for this community
support. “Support from BCGT and the rest of the community has allowed us to provide
the students with additional coaching, as well as giving them the opportunity to compete
in a greater number of national tournaments, at which the debaters have been
succeeding at more and more despite the high level of competition these tournaments
foster.”
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The Novel Writing Experience

By Parker Bach, 5t Grade, Hough Street School

November was National Novel Writing Month - NANOWRIMO, for short! Students in Mrs.
Nelson's extended self-contained class set a goal of 25,000 words - that's about 1,000
words per day! There is an official website on which students can log-on, and receive
encouragement from famous authors. This year students received emails from Gordon
Korman and Jerry Spinelli, among others. Parker Bach, along with Darshan Chakrabarti,
Noah Lebovic, Jack Nicoletti, Janani Sivakumar, Emily Tokarski, and Pat Yang achieved
this goal and completed their first novel. Almost all of the students reached their
personal challenge goal and are on their way to a future of great writing!

Some people think, “Oh, | could write a novel in a month, that’s easy!” others think,

like the first group of people. As the month wore on, after the first week of just letting
the characters flow from your mind, you start realizing that this was going to be a lot
harder than you thought at first. You can’t get to the good action at the end yet,
because then you would be missing your word goal, so you have to make adjustments to
what you thought would happen in your novel at first. In the third week, you’re
desperately typing things that you would never have even thought of at first, and trying
tricks like having your main character drift off in a train of thoughts, sometimes just
because you need more words to fulfill your personal goal. On the last week, you’re
wrapping everything up with ease, and knowing your getting to that great scene in the
end that you were planning on all along. You finally get there, and you forget about
word count goals, or chapters, or anything of the sort. When you’re done, you realize
two things: One, you bypassed your goal a long time ago. Two, everyone else is already
in bed, and it’s eleven at night. But you don’t care, because you’re so happy and joyous
that you’re novel is finally done, and you can’t fall asleep that night because you're
thinking about who’s going to play what role when the movie comes out, and who gets
the first published copies of your book, and what are you going to buy with all of the
money you get. This is what happened to me, and my novel, Consolidated Mutants. | had
the idea for months before | started, and when | was finally done, | was overjoyed that
others would now be able to see the characters that started as a figment of my
imagination, but have been made real by a month of slaving over a computer. I’m
horribly glad that | have been able to write my very own novel, and hope that others will
someday read it, so they can share in my ideas of the adventure of ten mutants. Read
on!
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NAGC Convention Update
By April Wells, Gifted Resource Teacher, Sunny Hill School

The NAGC Annual Convention was an educator’s delight. As | reflect on the experience, |
can’t help but feel affirmed and empowered in considering our instructional philosophy
for Barrington CUSD 220 Extended Resource. From valuing the unique social and
emotional needs that characterize gifted students to pushing kids out of their comfort
zone to experience peak performance, the atmosphere of the convention resonated with
our core beliefs and values.

As | traveled from meeting room to meeting room, | had such a feeling of anticipation
that extended itself to complete and thorough engagement in each breakout session.
There are highlights, that | feel, will be with me for the duration of my career in
education. This convention went beyond a discourse of the latest buzz words to the
practical uncovering of best practices in gifted education. | was constantly reminded of
the diligence that educators must maintain when facilitating the education experience
for America’s promising learners. | believe that Carol Ann Tomlinson said it best when
she encouraged us, “To help them to develop a dream.” Visualizations of dynamic
instructional practices ran through my mind as she encouraged us to be warm
demanders. She explained differentiation in such a succinct manner that it felt like she
was having a dialogue with individual teachers and giving them the tools that she has
discovered through her journey. The selflessness in sharing that the presenters
employed served as a gauge for educators to monitor their progress and obligation to all
learners.

In my commitment to highlighting the plight of low-income high potential learners, part
of my time was spent visiting AVID (Achievement Via Individual Determination) school
sites where | witnessed the impact of quality and caring instruction balanced with high
expectations. Children from diverse cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic backgrounds
shared their stories of triumph in the face of adverse situations. The central theme from
the school sites was the impact of dedicated educators and their desire to create an
environment where all learners are able to display their promise. These educators fight
against status quo in the traditional educational setting. We can’t expect our children to
perform at high levels without instructional scaffolding and cultural brokering that
bridges the gap for them. In AVID, each child has the opportunity to map out a plan of
success using structures that are embedded in their day. Using simple organizational
strategies from 3 ring binders to peer tutoring, all children are vested as stakeholders in
their education.

Please don’t extinguish the fire. In the closing ceremony, Rafe Esquith, educator and
author of Teach Like Your Hair’s on Fire: The Methods and Madness Inside Room 56,
spoke so passionately and eloquently about possibility in today’s learners that | feel
privileged to be a part of this esteemed profession. This time allowed me the
opportunity to refine my understanding of education. | have a treasure of memories that
is shaping what | do each day with my students. | always think of quality professional
development as that which allows you to make an immediate impact in your pedagogy.
Mission accomplished. In exchange for my time and travel, the opportunity cost
continues to pay off for my students. Thank you BCGT for your unending support of
gifted education.




BCGT Newsletter 9

Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talente

Invites you to join us for an
exciting evening of "Hands On/Minds On" science

FAMILY
SCIENCE NIGHT

OBuilding Real World Connec

At the Barrington Area Library
Thursday, March 19 ™, 2009 at 6:30 PM

e Work side by side with your child to solve technologicalesign problems.
¢ Build the slowest moving marble, longest spinnig top and slowest rising helium
balloon.

Presented by:Anne Grall Reichel
Science Curriculum Implementation Specialist

Limited Space Available
Children must be accompanied by a parent.

Toregister: Please visiwww.bcgt.org

Not Sponsored by Barrington Community Unit School District 220
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How long have you been involved with the Extended Science program?

| have been teaching 23 years in District 220. | helped launch the extended science
program at Barrington Middle School in 1988. It was a program just for 8" grade in the
beginning and expanded to include 7" grade as well, a few years later. | work with the
6E team teachers to identify students for the extended science program. We usually
have 1 or 2 sections of students in 7" and 8" grade at each school. Currently, | teach the
extended sciences curriculum for 7*" and 8" grades in both middle schools. | have a
classroom in each school that | share with other teachers.

What can students expect in your classes?

Students in my class can expect to be challenged. My goal is to design experiences for
them to stretch their thinking and come up with new ideas and ways of approaching
problems. 7 grade students study physical sciences including motion, energy, simple
machines, electricity and magnetism, and chemistry. The class textbook is a high school
freshman/sophomore level and relies heavily on the student’s mastery of mathematics.
8" grade students study high school level life sciences covering cellular and molecular
biology. During the course of the year each student builds a personal portfolio
containing formal lab reports, scientific journal studies and scientist biographies. The
students are encouraged to submit and present high level scientific work. After 8"
grade, my students are ready for the honors chemistry coursework as freshmen at
Barrington High School.

How would you describe your class?

The students in my class are bright and expect to be challenged. They motivate me and
challenge me to create assignments that push them into new areas. My expectations for
them are high as is my need to keep them motivated through stimulating discussions,
experiments, and study of current research and topics. My class is dynamic, rigorous and
demands hard work. The students need to learn that struggling is not bad and can
actually lead to a huge amount of growth. | encourage emails from parents and also have
an online grade book to keep the communication with parents open. As a parent and a
teacher, | believe that students, parents and teachers need to work together to succeed.
I have fond memories of teaching my first science classes and | have watched my
students continue to grow and succeed later in life. My students still motivate me and
keep my job interesting.

lllinois Association for Gifted Children

Fourteenth IAGC Convention
February 1-3, 2009, Chicago Marriott Downtown

Offers a variety of sessions and workshops for parents and educators.
For details and registration information visit:

http://www.iagcgifted.org/conventions/2009/9Con Brochure PDF.pdf
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C ( Home Run Hero

| take my bat
Defiance comes

| take my helmet

| prepare to run

| stare at the pitcher
Just to make her vain
| slam my bat down

11

Take The Ice

| skate across the pale blue ice
The crisp wind kisses my face

| use the momentum in my legs
To push off and fly away

But as all dreams come to an end
| meet the cold ground once more
But | open my eyes and smile

Poetry by I’m ready to play the game As | take the icy floor.
57 Grade, And winds up to throw
Countryside School | try not to laugh
When she throws it too low A

The umpire says ) -
“That’s a ball!” —
<

She winds up again 7
Not surprised that it would fall

“Ball two!”,

The umpire cried out once more &

The crown gasped in amazement
When they saw the next ball soar.

As part of their study of World History, Prairie 6E students read a story of a cave boy
facing insurmountable odds in his quest for survival. Students wrote an alternate ending

Prehistoric story by or 'next chapter’ of this story.
Chase Hall
6E, Kimba awoke from the cold, hard ground with a stifled cough. The drip, drip, drip, of the

Prairie Middle School ~ cave’s water droplets collecting on his brow...something wasn’t right. He smelled
something foul; something unmistakably alien filled the cave with its dire stench. Nobody
remained sleeping in the cave. Cautiously, Kimba rose with a desperate urge to run, but
Kimba moved with complete stealth as he neared the edge of the cave. The smell became
stronger and more pungent as it entered the cave in unrelenting wafts of wind.

Kimba ran now, terrified of the scene he desperately hoped would not unfold. As he
dashed out of the cave, he saw a fire blazing in view. A tribe was hunched about the
flames, greedily devouring a feast of long-awaited meat. The tribe was not Kimba’s, and
what these people were devouring was not known to him. But in an instant, Kimba knew
what had taken place. One of the tribe’s hunters was gnawing an arm!

Kimba ducked, belly flat as a snake on the dew-spattered ground. Where was Utrek!
Kimba could not deal with this alone! But Kimba was alone. Kimba was all alone. He could
do nothing but stare on in horrific wonder. How had this happened! Did the power not
warn its conjurers?! Why had the hunters been so easily defeated? How, without ever
waking Kimba, could this have happened?

Though bewildered, frightened, and filled with hate, Kimba knew he could not merely
mourn the loss of his kin now in the midst of such danger. He had to act quickly. The
answer would not come from grief, nor would it arise from the shallow depths of self pity.
The enemy lay not five feet from him and yet, there was nothing he could do, no hunting
strategy advanced enough to give him so much as an inkling to work with. The every
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C (aspect of this sudden torment gripped Kimba like a hungry bear. He felt hot tears swell in

his eyes. Nothing, nothing he could do to change what had happened.

€ Almost in response to Kimba’s emotions, one of the new tribe’s hunters looked up! Kimba
bristled with fear. “l am a beetle,” Kimba whispered, “l am a beetle, | am a beetle.” The
words resounded again and again as Kimba lay prostrate on the ground. He tried
desperately to open his mind to the soothing emotions that formed the power. But in such
a dire situation, he simply could not bring himself to it.

The hunter screamed and pointed. Kimba shot up to see the watchful hunter advancing on
him, accompanied by another hunter. The adrenaline within Kimba skyrocketed to the
point where he felt as if he would explode. Kimba jumped, slipping on the dew. The
hunters saw their chance and ran after the mysterious boy. Kimba burst forward from
where he lay, but the hunters gave chase.

Kimba ran with the speed of a gazelle, though he had not yet gained a true hunter’s legs.
Just then a spear flew past Kimba’s shoulder, slicing a chunk of his bicep. The pain shot
through Kimba’s entire body like lightning. He stumbled, then fell, hitting his head on a
lone rock. Though dazed, Kimba quickly discerned the rapidly approaching footsteps with
dismay. But fear gave in to instinct as the enemy neared no less than ten paces away from
their prey.

The hunter who still had his spear raised it with blind malice as his comrade intended to
take Kimba down by hand. Kimba grasped the rock with a firm hand, sprung to his feet
and ran toward his nearest adversary. Expecting the coming attack, the charging hunter
jabbed at Kimba’s already throbbing skull. Kimba slid, taking his enemy by surprise. He
swiped the hunter off his feet, then, finishing the lucky assault, Kimba thrust the rock in
his hands at the beast’s groin. A loud crack erupted from the struck bones. No sound was
uttered from the lips of Kimba’s victim as he collapsed on the merciless rock-strewn
ground.

Infuriated, the other cannibal aimed his spear at Kimba’s heart. However, Kimba was
already a step ahead of his next adversary. As the hunter threw his spear with tremendous
might, so too did Kimba explode with hidden strength. The spear came closer and closer,
then, the most unexpected thing happened. The spear collided with the rock in a flash,
shooting backwards with a sudden snap. The rock, on the other hand, still glided through
the air, too fast for the awestruck man to evade it. Blood spurt forth with untraceable
velocity as the flying stone implanted itself in his face. The pursuers were no more.

But what of the true problem? The gravity of the situation finally dawned on Kimba. He
could not survive alone. That he knew. But what the future held he could not tell. In the
meantime, Kimba was alone, Kimba was utterly alone.

Marley the Labrador Retriever has an exciting life. From his rambunctious youth in Boca
Raton, Florida, to his older years in Allentown, Pennsylvania, there is never a dull
moment. As soon as newlyweds John and Jenny Grogan buy him from a “backyard
breeder”, they know that he is trouble. He has boundless energy and tries to swallow
everything in his path. He is named after Bob Marley, the reggae singer. When John, the
narrator, and his new wife, Jenny are arguing about the dog’s name as they listen to the
radio. A Bob Marley song plays and they simultaneously yell, “Marley!”.

Marley behaves terribly. He eats plaster out of the walls, grabs necklaces off his owner’s
neck, goes crazy with the sound of thunder and crashes through screen doors with an


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/073362071X/sr=1-11/qid=1230748890/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books&qid=1230748890&sr=1-11
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Kids’® C
Cont i nmned

Reviewed by
Duncan Nyland
6E,
Station Middle School

Of The Warmbloods
By Suzanne Collins

Reviewed by
Layne Lindroth
4" Grade

Lines School

SUNRISE
IVER
FRLLUJAN

Sunrise Over Fallujah
By Walter Dean
Myers

Reviewed by
Tucker Arendsee
6E,
Station Middle School

embarrassing regularity. Marley also has some good points. Some say that dogs are man’s

best friend and Marley deserves that title and much more. He helps his owner console a
_stabbing victim in the middle of the night in their dangerous neighborhood. He acts in a

*movie called “The Last Home Run” and helps welcome into the world the couple’s
children. This book puts into words what many animal lovers feel for their pets that bring
them unconditional loving companionship.

This touching memoir to a dog that changes a family’s life forever is destined to become a
classic and favorite of many, dog lovers or not. If you want to know what happens in the
rest of this witty masterpiece, you’ll have to read it for yourself! | rate it 5 out of 5 stars.

This book is really enjoyable if you like puzzles and things that are hard to figure out. The
book is all about prophecies that call for a warrior. The warrior is Gregor. The prophecies
call for dangerous adventures that Gregor must fulfill to save the underland city called
Regalia. In this book a terrible plague is going around but only warm-blooded creatures
can get it. Gregor’s mission is to find a cure for the plague. Gregor has to go on a huge
trip to find a plant called starshade. The Regalians think that starshade is the cure.
Gregor’s trip leads him through a dreaded place called the vineyard of eyes. It is here that
Gregor will either succeed or fail his long journey from home miles above Regalia.

| really enjoyed this book because of its mysteries, puzzles, adventures, and characters.
There was also a mixture of happiness, sadness, confusion, and bravery. The characters
are very different but really fit together well in the story. Suzanne Collins is a very
creative author. All of the Underland books are extremely exciting and suspenseful. |
highly recommend you start with the first book in the series though. | am quite sad now
that I have finished the book but | can’t wait to read Suzanne Collins’ other books The
Hunger Games and the Shelby Woo Series.

Robin “Birdy” Perry is not quite sure why he joined the military, but he knows he’s headed
to Iraq to participate in Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is going with the Civilian Affairs unit
to go and “make friends with the enemy”. Perry is not the war hero type - he’s not quite
sure what the word hero even means. With the war becoming more perilous for the
Coalition - IED’s are just starting to come into play - Perry realizes that every moment
could be his last. He and the rest of the CA unit are travelling to many different areas, to
try and stop the Iraqgis from joining the fight, and are doing and seeing things that many of
them never expected see in their call of duties. The hardships they face while they are
there only strengthen their relationships. They are almost done with their duty in Iraq, but
when a mission goes horribly wrong, something terrible happens that all of them hoped not
to see while they were in Iraq.

This book displays the ugly reality of war and the strength of friendship, even in the
toughest moments. Even as you read the pages of the book, the real war is going on
thousands of miles away. Be glad for the life you have and be glad that it is not the life of
some of the civilians who are getting killed each day in Iraq. As our lives go on, theirs are
constantly being interrupted by the noise of gunfire and artillery shells hitting their target.
The book is a sequel in some ways, because the book Fallen Angels depicts the story of
Richie Perry, Robin Perry’s uncle. In many ways, the books are alike; but the wars they
describe are very different. | give it 5 out of 5 stars.


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0439916240/sr=1-1/qid=1230749351/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books&qid=1230749351&sr=1-1
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Word and Substring puzzles
Letter PI ay (www.stetson.edu/~efriedma/puzzle.html)

All puzzles copyright Erich Friedman, 2008.

Put 4 letters in each rectangle so that five common 8-letter words are formed. A solved
puzzle is shown below. Each puzzle has a unique solution.

s|i|e]s
w viel|r
tlh er e|lall
ot d
a|n|y|lw
ures\
e ulall
s | e h|s
s o]l s
riel|il|n
n|i|tly
% a s
t|e e|d
cle|m y
clal|t]|h

Pencils and Jars
Math (www.mathsisfun.com)
Challenge
| have some pencils and some jars.
If | put 4 pencils into each jar | will have one jar left over
If | put 3 pencils into each jar | will have one pencil left over
How many pencils and how many jars?

Solutions
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A Big Thanks to our Lifetime Members

Evelyn Ackermann

Rob and Joanne Aleksick
Sanjay Asija

Greg and Beth Bach

Jim and Gail Bach

Jeff and Deb Bakal

Donna Bapst

Dean and Sue Barsness
Brian and Kathleen Battle
Bill and Joan Bowyer
Dave and Melissa Buckley
The Cai Family

Tom and Sharon Casaletto
Steb and Pam Chandor
Raja and Pooja Chatterji
Canary Chia

Jeff and Lisa Church

Vincent and Roseann Civitello

Brian and Carolyn Clifford

Eduardo and Caroline Conrado

Pat and Julie Corey
Kenneth and Kim Corless

Stephen and Elizabeth Crandall

Steve and Linda Divito
Bill and Teri Doran
Parag and Dulari Doshi
Sandy Dowdy

Laura Durden

Naim and Cris Elias

Mark Elliot and Michele Perlis

John and Kathy Featherstone
Jack and Kathy Fitzpatrick
Mukesh and Nita Gangwal
Butch and Suzi Gavars

Mary and Jose George

Ed and Doris Gierlach

John and Trina Gizel

Robert and Jonan Graham
Bill and Linda Griffin

Irfan Hafiz and Nausheen Din
Harold and Kelly Henry

Hap and Susan Hewes

Ron and Carol Hinkle
Joe and Kim Holland
Bill and Cathy Howes
Tom and Anna Huber
Richard Hucker

Peter and Linda Jakopin
Robert and Sue Johnson
Vish and Swarup Karande
Deepa Kartha

Rich and Kathy Kasiurak
Brian and Jeanne Kelly
Joe and Mary Klest

Eva T. and W. John Kolasinski

Thomas and Marilyn
Kortendick

Jody Kubala

Ralph and Mary Jo Kunzman

Jean-Louis and Kristin Lafon

Jennifer Lagoni

Jack and Karen Lambert

Kurt and Carol Laning

Bill and Juli LaRocque

June Lee

Jonathan Nyland and
Katherine Logue

Terri Longo

Sonali Majmudar

Tom and Nancy Massimino

Sandy and Jenine Mathias

The May Family

Dave and Ruth-Ann McKellin

John and Sue McVickers

Ajay and Priti Mehta

Ray and Chrisse Mena

Joe and Ann Messer

Teri and Tim Meyer

Pete Miceli

Paul and Lori Morin

Anupama and Siva
Muthuswamy

Leena Nayak

The Nepomuceno Family

Pin Ni and Weidi Lu

John and Annette Nikolich

Ken and Jean Nowak

Shane and Lori Nugent

Charles and Christine Olson

Peter and Anne Ordway

Arthur and Eva Ostrowski

Shalini Parekh

Tony and Mary Pecora

Kathy Pfister

Anthony and Kimberly Priola

Dragana and Val Rajic

Lakshmi and Subramanjam
Ramakrishnam

Matthew and Joann Robbins

Deb Robinson

Steve and Lisa Rothman

Amita Sachdev

Betsy and Norm Scott

Hemali Shah

Thomas Silberg and
Catherine Klima

The Singh Family

The Solberg Family

Randy and Kathy Spiess

Paul Stahlberg

Robert and Kekti Steffen

Maria Sweeney

Robert and Paula Thomas

Nandu and Paru Thondavadi

Mark and Susan Thorndyke

Ahmed and Nimi Tobaa

Judy Kosarek Tyler

Deborah Varwig

Manju and Indu Vence

Robert and Melinda Vlk

Lei Wang

Bhama and Richard Winkler

Ronald and Deborah
Workman

Libby Yang

Weiming Zhou



Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talented

BCGT

Please Support Us!

BCGT is an organization of parents and educators whose common purpose is to support gifted
education in District 220 by serving as a resource and advocate for gifted students, their families
and faculty.

Name: Address:
City, State, Zip: Phone:

E-mail (requiredfor us to send advance notice for BCGT events, meetings and reniinders

Please send me the BCGT newsletter snaatt

Please makegour tax deductible

contribution payable to BCGT: To ensure receipt of our membership

benefits, please fill in below:

20 Family Membershi . .
2100 Li?(ra?ilrze I\jcranmgcresrslhpip* | currently have children enrolled in

District 220 extended services or
self-contained programs:
____yes . no
schools:

Donation

*0 Lifeti me Member:
receive BCGT member benefits for as lor
as your children attend school in Distric
220.

Send your membership form to: .
Your comments osuggestions for speakers:
Hemali Shah
7 Cutters Run
S. Barrington, IL 60010

hemalis@gmail.com

Please contact me, | would like to get more involved in BCGT




